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New Paltz Central School District
Refusal Rates 
New York State Assessments 4 - 8

NYS Assessments 2015

# students tested # students not tested Total # students Refusal rate

ELA3 71 108 179 60%

ELA4 63 92 155 59%

ELA5 41 104 145 72%

ELA6 72 127 199 64%

ELA7 65 127 192 66%

ELA8 65 101 166 61%

Math3 64 114 178 64%

Math4 62 93 155 60%

Math5 37 108 145 74%

Math6 58 141 199 71%

Math7 54 138 192 72%

Math8 33 133 166 80%

Science4 69 86 155 55%

Science8 35 131 166 79%



New York State Assessments 4-8
Notice, question, wonder…

Refusals increased over the duration of the test administration; i.e., 
ELA and then Math

Total Refusal Rate Math:  65%

Total Refusal Rate ELA:  62%



New York State Refusal Rate Data: Math 
by District



New York State Refusal Rate Data: ELA by 
District



New York State Refusal Rate Data
Notice, question, wonder…
Math refusal rate for 2015:  65%

ELA refusal rate for 2015:  62%

Who are the students included the 2015 data?

How were their scores predicted?

How valid is the predication?

Why provide these data?



Achievement Outcomes
Considerations

Qualitative Data

Distractions on testing day

Students taking the test but not attending to the content
Connecting the dots

Ten minutes time

Letters to the State

Confusion on the day of the test



Achievement Outcomes

Considerations

The Assessment itself

Internal validity

Calls for studies…not yet answered



Achievement Results:  Schoolmeter

Summary Report
2015 vs 2014
Percentage at 3 and 4
Percentile rank (plus increase                         

or decrease)

History Graph
Data over three years
Math and ELA

Scores Report
Achievement over time at 

the grade level

Achievement over time by 
cohort


